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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Statistics. 

Area  22,411 

Estimated  mid-year  population 35,270 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  1.52 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  11,897 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  0.53 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  2.10 

Rateable  value  ,(^289,657 

Product  of  a penny  rate  ,{^1,197 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

2.  Births. 


acres 


Illegitimate 


Totals 


3.  Birth  Rate. 


Males 

Females  Total 

256 

215 

471 

13 

14 

27 

269 

229 

498 

1956 

1955 

1954  1953 

1952 

14.12 

13.75 

14.30  1404 

14.69 

1.01  Birth  Rate 

14.26 

1956  England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  15.6 

4.  Still  Births. 


Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate 


Totals 


Males 

10 

1 

11 


Females  Total 
7 17 

1 2 


8 


19 


1956  Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  0.53 

England  and  Wales  1956  0.36 

1956  Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  36.76 

England  and  Wales  1956  22.9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952 

hve  and  still  births  ...  36.76  37.55  38.02  31.00  24.9 

5.  Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  old 

Males  Females  'Potal 

Legitimate 549 

Illegitimate  1 _ ] 


'I'otals 


10 


4 


1956  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 20.08  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Camborne-Redruth 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  ... 

20.08 

28.74 

9.95 

18.1 

19.11 

6.  Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
(including  those  under  4 weeks) 

Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 6 4 10 

Illegitimate  1-1 


Totals  7 


4 11 


1956  Infant  Mortality  Rate  22.09  per  1,000  live  births 

England  and  Wales  Mortality  Rate  23.8  per  1,000  live  births 

Camborne-Redruth  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  22.09  30.81  23.71  22.1  27.02 

7.  Maternal  Mortality. 

Total  number  of  Maternal  Deaths  2 


8.  Deaths. 


Total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes 


Males  Females  Total 
257  265  522 


1956  Death  Rate  ...  14.80  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
Using  comparability  factor 


of  0.87  Death  Rate  13.01  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

England  and  Wales  11.7  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Camborne-Redruth 

1956 

1955  1954 

1953 

1952 

Death  Rate  (Crude) 

14.80 

13.75  12.92 

15.97 

13.61 

CANCER. 

Males 

Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from 

malignant  disease  

35 

44 

79 

1956  Death  Rate  (Specific)  

2.24  per 

1,000  estimated  population. 

1956 

1955  1944 

1953 

1952 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

2.24 

2.54  1.86 

2.23 

2.01 

CARDIO-VASCULAR  DISEASE. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  Deaths  from  cardio- 

vascular  disease 

138 

145 

283 

1956  Death  Rate 

8.02  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Cardio-vascular 

1956 

1955  1954 

1953 

1952 

Death  rate 

8.02 

7.20  7.53 

9.23 

— 
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RESPIRATORY  DISEASE  (excluding  Tuberculosis). 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from 

respiratory  disease  29  23  52 

1956  Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  ...  1.47  per  1,000  estimated  popu- 
lation. 


Respiratory  Disease 

1956 

1955  1954 

1953 

1952 

Death  Rate 

...  1.47 

0.90  0.93 

1.47 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  deaths  from 

respiratory  T.B. 

'Potal  deaths  from 

9 

1 

10 

non-respiratory  T.B. 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

9 

1 

10 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate .... 

..  .34  per 

1,000  estimated  population. 

1956 

1955  1954 

1953 

1952 

Camborne- Redruth 
Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

0.34 

0.34  0.34 

0.28 

0.34 

9. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 


Deaths  from  all  causes. 

Tubereulosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  non-respiratory  

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria 

Males  Females  Totals 
9 1 10 

1 — 1 

1 1 

Whooping  Cough  





Meningococcal  infection  

— 



— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 



_ 



Measles 







Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

6 

7 

13 

Maglinant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

9 



9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

14 

14 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

7 

7 

Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

16 

36 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

2 

2 

4 

Diabetes  

4 

3 

7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

29 

43 

72 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

48 

22 

70 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

10 

13 

Other  heart  disease  . 

42 

57 

99 

Other  circulatory  disease 

16 

13 

29 

Influenza  . 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

O 

8 

15 

23 

6 


Death  from  all  causes  (con.) — Males  Females  Totals 


24. 

Bronchitis 

8 

7 

15 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  

..  10 

2 

12 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

4 

1 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

2 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

3 

3 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

2 

2 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .... 

..  17 

32 

49 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

1 

5 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

3 

2 

5 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

— 

1 

1 

T otals  . . . . 

..  257 

265 

522 

10.  Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  1956. 


•Using 

160  County 

160  County 
Towns 

London 

comparability 

Camborne 

England 

Boroughs  & 

(Resident 

Administra- 

factors 

— 

and 

Great  Towns 

Population 

tive  County 

Births  ...  1.01 
Deaths...  0.87 

Redruth 

Wales 

(including 

London) 

25,000- 
20,000  at 
1951  census) 

1 

(Rates  per  1 ,000  Home  Population) 

Births  1 

•Live  Births 

14.12 

15.6 

15.6 

15.6 

15.9 

Still  Births 

0.53 

0.36 

— 

— 

— 

36.76 

22.9 

23.0 

22.7 

20.2 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a)  per  1,  000  Live  Births 

Deaths 

•All  causes 

13.01 

11.7 

11  .6 

11.6 

11.7 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping 

Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  ... 

0.34 

0.12 

0.14 

0.11 

0.14 

Influenza 

0.08 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Polio- 

myelitis  inclu- 

ding  polio- 

encephalitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.65 

0.52 

0.57 

0.45 

0.67 
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11.  Population. 


Registrar  General’s 
Estimated  Figure 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth  and  Death 
Ratio 

1938 

35,000 

463 

540 

- 77 

1939 

35,000 

514 

566 

- 52 

1940 

35,000 

486 

567 

- 81 

1941 

35,000 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

35,000 

542 

472 

- 70 

1943 

34,670 

646 

510 

-f  136 

1944 

34,670 

587 

510 

+ 77 

1945 

33,850 

514 

481 

-f-  33 

1946 

34,330 

636 

502 

+ 134 

1947 

34,830 

715 

536 

+ 179 

1948 

35,500 

611 

514 

+ 97 

1949 

35,650 

571 

520 

+ 51 

1950 

35,800 

517 

500 

+ 17 

1951 

35,230 

523 

525 

- 2 

1952 

35,260 

521 

480 

+ 41 

1953 

35,380 

498 

565 

- 67 

1954 

35,450 

506 

457 

+ 49 

1955 

35,410 

487 

487 

— 

1956 

35,270 

498 

522 

- 24 

12.  Comment. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  births  rose  slightly  in  1956  but  are  still  somewhat  below  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  This  seems  to  be  a constant 
feature  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  district,  as  it  has  been  the  case  for  the 
last  six  or  seven  years. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  reported  was  the  same  as  last  year,  which  gives  a 
rate  only  slightly  below  that  of  1955  and  1954.  As  the  numbers  on  which 
these  figures  are  based  are  relatively  small  it  is  not  possible  to  make  any 
deductions  from  them. 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  AND  INFANT  DEATHS. 

There  was  some  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  under 
both  these  headings  during  the  year,  with  a corresponding  decrease  in 
the  relative  rates  per  1,000.  Again  the  figures  are  only  small,  and  as  can 
be  seen  from  the  tables  given  in  the  previous  pages  there  are  wide 
variations  from  year  to  year. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Unfortunately  for  the  first  time  for  some  years  two  mothers  died  as 
a result  of  childbirth. 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  table  below  of  the  total  of  1 1 infant  deaths 
8 are  due  to  prematurity  or  associated  with  prematurity,  while  in  2 cases 
deaths  are  due  to  injury  or  disease  associated  with  the  birth  of  the  child. 
It  is  clear  therefore,  that  the  problem  of  prematurity  is  the  only  real 
significant  one  in  a further  reduction  of  Infant  Death  rates 


Males 

Females  Total 

Prematurity  

5 

1 6 

Prematurity  associated  with 

other  defect  or  disease  ... 

— 

2 2 

Injury  or  disease  of  child 

1 

1 

Injury  or  disease  associated 

with  the  birth  of  the  child  . . . 

1 

1 2 

Totals  ... 

7 

4 11 

DEATHS. 

^'here  was  a fairly  large  rise  in  deaths  during  1956,  with  the  cor- 
responding rise  in  the  death  rate.  I’he  foregoing  tables  show  that  there 
are  quite  wide  variations  of  the  death  rate  year  by  year  which  is  probably 
related  more  to  seasonal  factors  than  anything  else. 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  has  not  significantly  varied  over  the 
past  six  years,  nor  has  that  for  heart  disease  or  respiratory  disease,  and 
there  does  not  seem  that  there  is  any  increase  in  the  rates  of  deaths  for 
these  diseases  over  the  short  period  in  which  1 have  been  including  them 
in  the  reports. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  remained  the  same,  but  it  is  still 
however,  double  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  deaths  only 
two  occurred  in  the  age  groups  below  the  age  of  45,  six,  all  males,  in  the 
age  group  45  to  65,  and  four,  also  all  males,  over  65.  I think  it  probable 
that  most  of  these  cases  are  connected  with  the  past  mining  activities  of 
the  area,  and  that  this  will  continue  to  effect  adversely  the  death  rate  for 
this  district  for  some  years  to  come. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

CARE  OF  THE  EXPECl'ANT  MOl'HER. 

The  care  of  the  expectant  mother  is  undertaken  by  local  prac- 
titioners and  at  the  maternity  unit  of  Redruth  Hospital;  in  addition  an 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  the  Camborne  Community 
Centre,  Camborne,  by  the  District  Nurse/Midwives.  Dental  care  is  also 
offered  to  expectant  mothers,  few  of  whom,  however,  accept  it. 

MIDWIFERY. 

There  were  498  births  in  the  district  during  the  year,  occurring  as 


follows : — 

Born  in  Hospital  260 

Born  in  Nursing  Home 31 

Born  at  Home 207 


498 


The  above  births  gave  rise  to  the  following  work  by  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  visits  to  cases  ...  2,920 


Domiciliary  confinements 207 

Other  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Visits  4,317 


7,444 


STAFF  CONCERNED. 

District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitors  ...  3 

District  Nurse/ Midwives 5 

District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitor 

(Shared  with  Kerrier  Area)  | 

District  Nurse  (General)  1 

District  Nurse  (Male)  1 


INFANT  WELFARE. 


m 


The  infant  and  mother  arc  looked  after  by  the  Midwife  until  28  days 
a er  iirt  , w lere  the  birth  occurred  at  home;  or,  where  birth  occurred 
in  hospital  and  either  there  is  some  nursing  care  required  for  mother  and 

deliver^  discharged  before  10  days  after 
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After  the  Midwife  has  withdrawn  from  the  case,  the  care  of  the 
infant  is  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follow: — 

Camborne  ...  Every  Wednesday  ...  2 — 4 p.m. 

Redruth  . . . Every  Thursday  . . . 2 — 4 p.m. 

Illogan  ...  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  ...  2 — 4 p.m. 

All  these  Clinics  are  supervised  by  qualified  Health  Visitors  and 
clerical  assistance  is  given  by  voluntary  workers. 

Advice  on  feeding  and  upbringing  of  babies,  and  also  on  the  value 
of  immunization  and  vaccination,  which,  if  desired,  can  be  carried  out  by 
the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  who  attends  at  each  Centre  at  least 
once  a month.  Demonstrations  and  health  talks  are  also  given  by  the 
Health  Visitors. 

2.  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  paid  for  by  the  County  Council  so  far  as  the  wages 
of  the  Home  Helps  are  concerned.  The  organisation  and  allotment  of 
duties  is  carried  out  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  at  the  Camborne 
Community  Centre.  Demands  on  the  services  have  continued  to  increase 
and  the  establishment  had  gone  from  16  full  time  workers  in  1951  to 
20  by  the  end  of  1955,  and  has  now  had  to  be  further  increased  to  24.  It 
was  found,  however,  that  this  24  was  the  requirement  only  during  certain 
peak  periods  of  illness  and  frequently  as  many  as  the  equivalent  of  7 full 
time  workers  are  not  employed.  As  a similar  situation  has  arisen  on  the 
services  in  the  Kerrier  Rural  district  area  and  have  been  observed 
throughout  the  County,  the  Organisers  decided  to  combine  the  estab- 
lishments of  the  contiguous  areas.  Thus  we  now  have  a full  time  estab- 
lishment of  28  Home  Helps  within  the  combined  Camborne-Redruth 
and  Kerrier  areas.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  this  is  only  a 
theoretical  establishment  which  is  combined,  the  actual  Home  Helps 
concerned  are  still  organised  and  administered  by  the  separate  W.V.S. 
centres  in  Camborne  and  Helston. 

3.  Ambulance  Service. 

During  weekday  working  hours  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
from  Tolvean  Depot  carries  out  all  normal  duties;  at  nights  and  at  week- 
ends cover  is  given  by  voluntary  ambulance  crews  of  St.  John  Ambu- 
lance Brigades  of  Redruth,  Illogan  and  Camborne,  using  either  their 
own  or  County  ambulances. 

All  ambulances  operating  from  the  depot  are  wireless  controlled 
and  are  thus  instantly  available  wherever  they  may  be.  This  frequently 
has  enabled  the  Depot  Controller  to  direct  an  already  moving  ambulance 
to  the  scene  of  an  accident,  and  it  is  known  that  at  least  one  life  has 
already  been  saved  by  this  means,  as  an  ambulance  was  able  to  reach  a 
case  of  very  severe  injury  in  less  than  two  minutes. 

4.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948. 
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SECTION  C. 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1956. 


DISEASES 

Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June 

July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

TOTAL 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8 

Smallpox 

Measles 

— 

— 

2 

2 — 

2 

42 

40 

3 

2 

4 

1 

98 

Pneumonia 

3 

7 

4 

1 3 

4 

1 

— 

2 

4 

2 

2 

33 

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

11 

9 

12  11 

11 

15 

15 

14 

10 

13 

13 

138 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

9 

3 

2 

3 — 

5 

2 

4 

5 

6 

1 

40 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

7 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 







— 

- 

__ 

_ 

_ 

. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Infective  Hepatits 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

1 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 
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2.  Comparative  Figiires  for  previous  years. 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Feaver  

7 

34 

26 

31 

82 

Whooping  Cough  

6 

11 

56 

199 

7 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

8 

9 

8 

4 

5 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

...  98 

274 

4 

1,117 

117 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  33 

35 

35 

35 

35 

(including  Polioencephalitis)  .... 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

..  13 

11 

33 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

..  138 

116 

126 

106 

100 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

21 

10 

1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  

Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmonary 

...  40 

37 

35 

50 

37 

Non-Pulmonary  

7 

4 

3 

6 

7 

3.  Comparative  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  quarterly  returns). 


Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Camborne- 

Redruth 

England  and 
Wales 

Typhoid  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection  

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.19 

0.14 

Whooping  Cough  

0.17 

2.06 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

0.22 

0.09 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

2.77 

3.59 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  encephalitis) 

0.93 

0.56 

Paralytic 

0.00 

0.03 

Non-Paralytic  

0.00 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning 

0.36 

0.26 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

26.69  (a) 

16.32  (a) 

Dysentery  

0.00 

1.10 

(a)  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 


13 


4.  Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  admitted  to  the  County 

Isolation  Hospital  during  1956. 

DISEASE  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 

Measles  ...  ...  — — — ^ 

Meningitis  ...  — — — 1 

Pneumonia  ...  — — 1 — 

Totals  ...  — — 1—  1—  1—  — — — — — 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  for  the  area  other  than  for 
measles,  puerperal  pyrexia  and  tuberculosis  was  extremely  small  and 
not  worth  comment. 

I think  the  time  has  come  for  a complete  reorganisation  of  the 
system  of  notifying  infectious  diseases.  The  intention  behind  the  notifi- 
cation was  to  enable  Public  Health  Staff  to  deal  with  outbreaks  of  pre- 
ventable disease  should  they  occur.  Year  after  year  large  numbers, 
sometimes  running  into  hundreds,  of  notifications  of  measles  are  received 
by  the  Public  Health  Department.  At  no  time  is  it  any  news  to  anybody 
that  an  epidemic  is  in  progress,  and  at  no  time  are  there  any  reasonable 
steps  which  can  be  taken  to  prevent  its  spread.  For  each  of  these 
notifications  a sum  of  2/6d.  is  paid  to  the  notifying  doctor,  which  is  the 
same  sum  as  was  paid  before  the  1939  war,  and  is  now  so  small  an  amount 
in  relation  to  the  cost  of  collection,  tabulation  and  payment,  that  it  hardly 
seems  worth  while.  This  mass  notification  of  unimportant  diseases  tends 
to  obscure  the  fact  that  notification  of  some  other  diseases,  particularly 
dysentery,  is  of  very  considerable  importance,  because  not  only  is  the 
taking  of  specimens  from  the  patient  before  treatment  essential,  but 
effective  public  health  measures  can  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease  in  many  cases.  I think  it  is  therefore  time  for  a complete 
revision  of  the  system  of  notification  of  dysentery  to  be  undertaken, 
with  a view  to  bringing  forward  the  importance  of  notification  of  this 
type  of  disease  and  the  relinquishment  of  the  almost  traditional  mass 
notification  of  other  diseases.  I feel  also  that  the  sum  of  2/6d.  is  quite 
absurd  when  it  probably  cost  the  equivalent  amount  in  wages  and  post- 
ages to  pay  this  sum,  and  that  a more  realistic  figure  would  be  possibly 
in  the  region  of  ten  shillings. 

I do  not  wish  to  suggest  that  the  Practitioner  does  not  appreciate 
the  importance  of  notification  of  certain  infectious  diseases  or  that  they 
are  activated  in  their  notifications  purely  by  the  financial  gain,  but  I do 
feel  that  the  small  sum  paid  for  a large  number  of  notifications,  mostly 
unimportant,  is  of  much  less  public  health  value  than  a much  larger  sum 

paid  for  very  many  fewer  notifications  of  diseases  about  which  we  really 
want  to  know. 

noted  from  the  tables  above  that  98  cases  of  measles  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  no  cases  of  dysentery,  and  only  13  of  food 

poi^ning , the  relevant  importance  of  the  two  diseases  is  an  inverse  ratio 
or  the  numbers  notified. 
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5.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 


The  number  of  children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during 
the  year  1956  were: — 


Primary  Refresher 

0 — 5 years  330  10 

5 — 15  years  30  42 


Totals 360  52 


DIPHTHERIA/WHOOPING  COUGH/TETANUS  COMBINED. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  1956  against  the  above 
were : — 


0 — 5 years  

Primary 

341 

Refresher 

8 

5 — 15  years  

53 

421 

Totals  .. 

394 

429 

SMALLPOX. 

The  following  vaccinations 

were  carried  out  in  1956: — 

0 — 5 years  

Primary 

130 

Re-vaccination 

5 — 15  years  

13 

3 

Over  15  years  .... 

31 

61 

Totals  . 

174 

64 

During  the  year  1956  there  was  made  available  a new  combined 
vaccine;  this  is  now  widely  used  in  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners. 
In  addition  to  providing  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  as  has  been  done  in  the  past,  this  vaccine  also  provides  protection 
against  tetanus.  The  value  of  this  immunisation  lies  not  only  in  the  fact 
that  the  child  is  protected  against  tetanus,  but  also  that  the  necessity  for 
using  anti-tetanic  serum  in  case  of  injury  is  eliminated.  The  anti-toxin 
serum  is  an  animal  serum  which  very  frequently  sensitises  an  injected 
person  to  further  injections,  and  the  reaction  to  horse  serum  in  many 
people  is  quite  severe  and  at  best  is  very  uncomfortable.  All  that  is 
needed  now  in  an  immunised  child  is  a further  injection  of  the  immuni- 
sing agent  used  in  the  vaccine,  which  is  not  an  animal  serum  and  con- 
sequently does  not  give  rise  to  reactions. 

From  this  arises  the  fact  that  the  most  important  part  of  anti-tetanus 
immunisation  is  making  quite  certain  that  a proper  record  of  the  immu- 
nisation does  exist  and  can  be  readily  checked,  and,  further,  that  hospital 
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outpatients’  departments  should  be  careful  to  enquire  into  the  immu- 
nisation history  of  any  child  to  whom  they  would  normally  have  given  an 
injection  of  anti-toxin  serum.  It  would  be  a great  advantage  if  each  child 
could  in  some  way  carry  some  record  of  this  immunisation,  but  short  of 
tattooing  I know  of  none  which  could  be  guaranteed  to  last  more  than 
24  hours. 


6.  Poliomyelitis  (for  combined  Areas — Camborne-Redruth  U.D.C., 

Kerrier  R.D.C.,  Helston  B.C.). 

In  1956  for  the  first  time  in  the  United  Kingdom  a vaccine  against 
poliomyelitis  was  produced  for  public  use.  It  was  extensively  tested  both 
for  effectiveness  and  for  safety  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  both 
respects. 

It  was  therefore  proposed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  register  the 
names  of  all  children  born  between  1954  and  1947,  inclusive,  whose 
parents  wished  them  to  be  immunised  against  poliomyelitis.  This  was 
done  by  house  to  house  visiting  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses 
and  was  extremely  time  consuming.  As  a result  of  this  visiting,  out  of 
the  total  of  approximately  7,700  in  the  age  group  the  names  of  1,670, 
which  is  about  22%,  were  registered.  It  was  thought  at  the  time  that 
this  small  percentage  was  due  somewhat  to  the  adverse  results  which  had 
arisen  in  America  following  the  use  of  an  incompletely  safety-tested 
batch  of  vaccine. 

However  a second  chance  was  offered  to  the  parents  of  these  child- 
ren who  had  not  previously  registered  in  1956,  and  of  this  total  of 
approximately  6,000  anly  736  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
register.  The  total  registration  is  therefore  approximately  1 in  3 of  all 
children  in  this  age  group.  During  the  year  vaccine  was  offered  to  child- 
ren born  in  November  in  the  years  1947  to  1954  and  in  March  in  the 
years  1951  to  1954,  a total  of  135.  (Camborne-Redruth  only). 

From  all  these  immunisations  no  adverse  results  were  reported  by 
parents,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  vaccine  is  completely  without 
reaction.  The  number  of  children  vaccinated  of  course  is  extremely 
small  and  until  there  are  large  numbers  of  children  who  have  been 
vaccinated  and  epidemics  of  poliomyelitis  have  occurred,  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  check  its  effect  either  as  a protector  of  the  individual  child  or 
an  agent  in  suppressing  epidemics. 

7.  Tuberculosis. 


Number  of  Cases  on  Notification  Registe 
at  31st  December,  1956. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  152  26 

Females  109  17 


Total 

178 

126 


Totals  ...  261 


43 


304 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
DURING  1956. 


Ages 

M 

0-1 

1-5  1 

5-15  2 

15-45  9 

45-65  8 

65  & 

over  2 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
F Total  M F Total  M F Total  M F Total 


1 2 
3 5 

8 17 

1 9 


3 1 4 - - - 

12  3 112 

- - - 6 - 6 


2 4 


4 - 4 


Totals  22  15  37  4 3 7 11*  1 12*  - 


* Includes  two  deaths  where  primary  cause  was  not 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  44 

No.  of  persons  recovered  11 

No.  of  persons  transferred  to  other  areas  8 

No.  of  persons  died  from  other  causes 2 

No.  of  persons  died  from  tuberculosis  10 

No.  of  persons  transferred  from  other  areas  ...  6 

No.  of  posthumous  notifications  3 


Year 

New 

Notifications 

Total  Cases 
on  Register 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  Case 

per  1,000  Mortality  per 
population  1,000  cases 

1948  ... 

40 

162 

28 

0.77 

172 

1949  ... 

57 

196 

23 

0.64 

117 

1950  ... 

36 

223 

21 

0.58 

94 

1951  ... 

49 

242 

12 

0.34 

49 

1952  ... 

54 

263 

14 

0.39 

53 

1953  ... 

56 

301 

10 

0.28 

33 

1954  ... 

39 

296 

12 

0.34 

40 

1955  ... 

48 

288 

12 

0.34 

42 

1956  ... 

44 

304 

12 

0.34 

39 

HOUSEHOLD  CONTACT  TRACING 
AND  B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

No.  of  cases  on  register  304 

No.  of  new  cases  44 

No.  of  contacts  of  new  cases,  under  20  years  of  age  ...  41 

No.  found  to  be  Mantoux  Positive  19 

No.  found  to  be  Mantoux  Negative  18 

No.  awaiting  examination  — 

No.  refused  vaccination  4 

No.  received  B.C.G.  vaccination 17 
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No.  refused  B.C.G.  vaccination  1 

No.  awaiting  B.C.G.  vaccination  

In  addition  1 1 contacts  not  directly  in  household  received  B.C.G. 
Total  number  of  B.C.G.  vaccinations  150 

PROTECTION  OF  ADOLESCENTS  BY  B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

During  the  year  1956  there  were  458  children  in  the  age  group 
eligible  for  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

The  figures  below  show  the  results  of  the  year’s  work  compared 
with  those  for  1954  and  1955. 


SKIN  TESTING. 


1954 

1955 

1956 

No.  of  children  whose  parents  refused 

investigation  

81 

85 

84 

No.  of  children  awaiting  investigation  at 

end  of  year  

28 

15 

40 

No.  of  children  skin  tested  

336 

268 

327 

No.  of  children  previously  seen  at  the 

Chest  Clinic  

— 

15 

7 

Totals  ... 

445 

383 

458 

RESULTS  OF  SKIN  TEST. 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Already  immune  

91 

65 

67 

Not  immune  

245 

203 

249 

Absent  for  inspection  

— 

— 

11 

Totals  ... 

336 

268 

327 

VACCINATION. 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Awaiting  B.C.G.  vaccination  at  end  of 

year 

2 

— 

3 

B.C.G.  vaccinated  

243 

203 

245 

Refused  B.C.G 

1 

249 

Totals  ... 

245 

203 

LEVEL  OF  IMMUNITY  IN  THOSE 

TESTED. 

Out  of  316  children  skin  tested  and  inspected, 

only  67, 

or  21.2% 

reached  the  stage  where  immunity  could  be  assumed,  and  77.54%  (248) 
were  still  susceptible.  245  were  then  vaccinated. 

Number  of  children  X-Rayed  during  1956 

.750 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 

Public  Health  Department, 
VeoT, 

Camborne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  Norman,  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
December,  1956. 

I am  pleased  to  report  for  the  first  time  for  some  years  that  the  tech- 
nical staff  of  the  department  remained  unchanged  throughout  the  year. 
Unfortunately  there  was  a complete  change  in  the  clerical  staff  during  the 
month  of  October,  but  however,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  new  staff 
were  becoming  familiar  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Perusal  of  the  report  will  show  that  special  efforts  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  were  circulated 
during  the  early  part  of  January,  1956.  In  the  main  the  proprietors  of 
Food  Premises  co-operated  willingly  with  the  Health  Inspectors,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  in  order  to  secure  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  regulations. 

Work  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  housing  has  continued  at  a 
reasonable  pace,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  has  confirmed  all  Clearance  Orders  which  have 
been  submitted  to  him,  although  objections  by  owners  have  been  made 
resulting  in  Local  Enquiries  being  held  in  certain  cases. 

I am  indebted  to  the  following  officers  for  information  and  data 
which  are  included  under  the  Sections  “Water,”  “Housing”  and  “Food” 
in  my  report: — Mr.  L.  V.  Ockford,  Water  Engineer,  Camborne  Water 
Company;  Mr.  d'.  F.  King,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Water  Engineer;  Mr.  N.  Bar- 
rett, A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor; 
Mr.  J.  Lenten,  Housing  Officer;  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rundle,  Weights  and 
Measures  Department,  Cornwall  County  Council. 

I am.  Madam,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  BAXTER, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  Water. 


REDRUTH  AREA. 

1 . The  quality  of  the  mains  supply  has  again  been  satisfactory  through- 
out the  year. 

The  quantity  of  water  has  been  sufficient  to  maintain  supplies  with- 
out imposing  serious  restrictions;  warning  by  public  notice  to  be  eco- 
nomical in  the  use  of  water  was  sufficient. 

The  chutes  and  wells  were  as  usual  indifferent  as  to  quality.  During 
the  year  some  of  these  were  abandoned  as  properties  became  connected 
to  the  mains  supply,  a policy  which  is  being  pursued. 

As  a result  of  the  completion  of  the  extension  of  mains  in  the  Four 
Lanes  Sub-area  over  300  connections  have  been  made  to  the  mains. 


2.  All  raw  water  to  mains  was  tested  regularly  and  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. The  results  are  as  follows: — 

MAIN  WATER  SUPPLY  SOURCES. 


Penstruthal  Intake 

Filtrick  Intake  ... 

Penventon  Intake 

Distribution  Mains 

Cathedral  Shaft 

Sandy  Lane 
South  Francis  ... 


Mar.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  .Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfqctory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Sept  Satisfactory’ 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 


June  Satisfactory 

WELLS  AND  CHUTES. 


Redruth  Coombe 

Vogue  Chute 

d'olskithy  

Watergate  Chute 
Cambrose  Well 
Nancekuke  Chute 
Mawla  Well 
Penhalurick  Chute 

Chycarne  Farm  Well 
Drump  Adit 
Trevethan  Well 
Carmarth  Quarry 
Gordon  Adit 
Manorwidden  Spring 
Pennnr.cc  Well  ... 
Five  Chutes 


Jan.  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
Jan.  Satisfactory’ 
Jan.  Satisfactory 
Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
Jan.  Unsatisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
Feb.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 


June  Satisfactory 


June  Satisfactory 


June  Satisfactory 


June  Satisfactory 


June  Satisfactory 


Sept.  Satisfactory 


Nov.  Satisfactory 


July  Satisfactory 
July  Unsatisfactory 
July  Unsatisfactory 
July  Unsatisfactory 
June  Satisfactory 
June  Unsatisfactory 
Nov.  Unsatisfactory 


July  Satisfactory 
July  Unsatisfactory 
July  Satisfactory 
Aug.  Suspicious 
Aug.  Satisfactory 
July  Satisfactory 
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WELLS  AND  {continued) 


Carnmarth  Chute 
Tiddy’s  Chute  ... 
Roscroggan  Well 
Lanner  Stand  Tap 
Little  Reskadinnick 
Oak  Well 
Stennack  Chute 
Roseworthy  Chute 
Troon  Adit 
Croft  Michael  ... 
Knave-go-bye  . . . 
Menadarva 
Bolenowe  Pump... 
Chycarne  Moor 
Bolenowe  Chute 

Bosleake  Well  

Treskillard  Tap 
Betty  Adit 
Hellsmouth  Tap 


Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Unatisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Mar.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
.\pr.  Satisfactory 
.Apr.  Satisfactory 
Apr.  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
May  Satisfactory 
July  Satisfactory 


3.  Notices  advising  boiling  are  placed  at 
unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained. 


Aug.  Satisfactory 
Aug.  Unsatisfactory 
Sept.  Satisfactory 
Aug.  Satisfactory 
Oct.  Unsatisfactory 
Oct.  Satisfactory 
Oct.  Suspicious 
Oct.  Satisfactory 


Oct.  Satisfactory 
Oct.  Satisfactory 
Oct.  Satisfactory 
Nov.  Suspicions 
Nov.  Satisfactory 
Nov.  Suspicious 
Nov.  Satisfactory 
Nov.  Satisfactory 
Nov.  Unsatisfactory 


all  wells  and  chutes  when 


CAMBORNE-ILLOGAN  AREA. 

This  area  is  supplied  by  the  Camborne  Water  Company. 

The  rainfall  registered  at  Boswyn  was  43.52  inches.  This  amount  is 
about  average  for  a normal  year  and  is  approximately  the  same  as  the 
year  1955.  The  early  part  of  the  year  however  was  very  dry,  and  the 
springs  never  reached  their  normal  yield.  Because  of  this,  it  was  only 
possible  to  fill  about  75  per  cent  of  the  available  storage.  Supplies  were 
however  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  no  restrictions  were  im- 
posed. 

The  total  amount  of  water  supplied  was  300  million  gallons,  an 
increase  of  7 million  gallons  over  the  previous  year.  Of  this  quantity 
123  million  gallons  was  pumped  from  our  Penponds  source.  The  average 
daily  consumption  was  822,000  gallons  giving  an  average  per  head  of 
36  gallons. 

During  the  year  94  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  points 
of  the  distribution  system,  and  all  were  reported  on  by  the  analyst  as 
being  satisfactory.  Samples  of  water  were  also  taken  for  chemical  analy- 
sis and  these  also  were  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory  for  a domestic 
supply.  The  water  in  its  raw  state  is  acid  in  reaction,  but  this  is  neu- 
tralised by  the  addition  of  lime  at  Boswyn  and  Penponds,  and  silicate  of 
soda  at  Cargenwyn. 

Further  methods  of  treatment  are  filtration,  micro-screening  and 
chlorination. 

The  difficulty  that  has  been  experienced  in  previous  years  in  main- 
taining pressures  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town  has  now  been  overcome 
by  the  installation  of  a booster  pump.  This  pump  is  in  operation  daily 
during  the  peak  draw-off-periods. 
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The  approximate  number  of  houses  in  the  Camborne- Illogan  area 
that  are  supplied  by  the  Company  are  6,870  and  the  estimated  number  of 
persons  residing  in  these  houses  is  21,600.  All  these  properties  are  con- 
nected to  the  mains  and  in  addition  five  houses  with  an  estimated  popu- 
lation of  20  are  supplied  by  standpipe. 

New  services  installed  during  the  year  numbered  136. 

2.  Complaints. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during  the 
year: — 

Choked  sewers  and  drains  ...  ...  ...  558 

Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  ...  ...  125 

Unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  drainage  ...  ...  35 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 
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3.  Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

1 he  following  works  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  ol 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  period  under  review: — 

Premises  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  ...  ...  102 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  558 

New  water  closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  132 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  34 

Pail  or  pit  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  49 

Pail  or  pit  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

New  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  2 

Private  disposal  plants  provided  ...  3 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  39 

Eavcsguttcrs  and  downpipcs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  23 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  18 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  35 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  1q 

Window  frames  and  sashcords  repaired  or  renewed  ...  32 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  8 

W'ater  supply  improved  ...  ...  12 

Cooking  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  1 

Fireplaces,  chimneys,  flues  repaired  ...  ...  13 

Externals  walls  repaired  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ” 27 
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4.  Verminous  Premises. 

Seven  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with  by  spraying  during  the 
year.  All  the  premises  were  infested  with  fleas.  Normal  treatment  with 
Zaldecide  proved  eflFective  in  all  cases. 

5.  Disinfection  of  Houses. 

Nineteen  visits  were  made  following  the  notification  of  infectious 
diseases  and  six  of  the  dwellings  were  disinfected  as  a result  of  such  visits. 

6.  Salvage. 

The  following  quantities  of  salvage  were  disposed  of  during  the 
year : — 


TONS  CWTS.  QRS. 


Mixed  waste  paper 

...  475 

0 

2 

Container  waste  ... 

...  113 

8 

0 

Metals  

17 

17 

3 

Rags  

9 

17 

2 

616  3 3 


After  the  considerable  difficulties  which  were  experienced  at  the  end 
of  1955,  the  sale  of  salvage  in  1956  has  proceeded  smoothly  throughout 
the  year.  An  additional  74  tons  of  salvage  were  disposed  of  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  1955. 

In  addition  to  the  above  salvage  the  Council  commenced  the  seg- 
regation of  tins  and  light  metal  at  the  refuse  tip  in  July.  During  the  last 
six  months  of  the  year  91  tons  of  light  metal  were  salvaged,  realising  the 
sum  of  ;(^364.  This  metal  is  baled  by  a transportable  baler  working 
under  the  direction  of  The  London  and  Southern  Joint  Scrap  Survey 
Committee,  without  charge  to  the  Council. 

Sorting  of  light  metal  at  the  tip  is  carried  out  by  hand,  and  an 
additional  man  is  employed  for  this  purpose.  To  date  the  monies  re- 
ceived for  the  baled  metal  has  covered  the  cost  of  sorting. 

516  dozen  bottles  were  sold  during  1956.  This  is  the  first  time  for 
many  years  we  have  been  able  to  make  a sale  of  salvaged  bottles;  the 
whole  difficulty  as  far  as  this  type  of  salvage  is  concerned  appears  to  be 
the  cost  of  transport  between  Cornwall  and  the  large  manufacturing 
centres.  At  present  we  are  supplying  detergent  bottles  to  a local  factory, 
thus  diminishing  to  a large  extent  the  cost  of  transport. 

7.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  following  quantities  of  refuse  were  deposited  at  the  Treskillard 
tip  during  the  year: — 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse  ...  38,493  cubic  yards. 

Tip  Covering  ...  3,698  cubic  yards. 

Rubbish  and  Highway  Sweepings  . . . 8,283  cubic  yards. 
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The  disposal  of  refuse  in  this  area  is  by  means  of  Controlled 
Tipping  on  one  central  site.  As  mentioned  in  the  section  dealing  with 
Salvage,  the  segregation  of  tins  and  light  metal  from  the  refuse  was  com- 
menced during  the  year.  I'he  salvaging  of  light  metals  is  I understand  of 
National  importance  and  to  date  the  Council  have  covered  expenses  as 
far  as  the  segregation  of  tins  and  light  metal  is  concerned.  In  addition  to 
all  this  a very  great  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  tip  has 
been  effected.  The  old  difficulties  of  extensive  and  uneven  settlement 
have  now  practically  disappeared  and  the  side  covering  of  the  tip  is 
much  easier.  It  is  now  found  that  the  fly  problem  has  diminished  con- 
siderably and  a rat  at  the  tip  is  almost  a rarity. 

Little  or  no  interference  with  the  tip  has  been  experienced  during 
the  year  under  review,  and  I feel  this  is  due  to  the  numerous  successful 
prosecutions  which  were  taken  against  trespassers  during  1955. 

8.  Sewerage. 

The  pumping  stations  at  Portreath  and  Penponds  continued  normal 
operations  throughout  the  year,  and  the  following  quantities  of  sewage 
were  pumped: — 

Portreath  ...  ...  32,565,000  gallons 

Penponds  ...  ...  13,221,000  gallons 

No  major  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  twelve  months 
in  connection  with  existing  sewers  and  the  sewerage  system  of  the  area 
has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

On  the  1st  April,  1956,  the  Council  discontinued  the  removal  of  the 
contents  of  bucket  closets  in  the  village  of  Troon  where  mains  water  and 
sewers  are  available.  Six  months’  notice  of  the  cessation  of  this  service 
was  given  in  writing  to  both  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  affected  proper- 
ties. The  Council  decided  not  to  pay  a proportion  of  the  cost  of  con- 
version as  permitted  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  67  conversions  had  been  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

9.  Cesspool  and  Gully  Emptyings. 

The  number  of  gully  emptyings  effected  during  the  twelve  months 
w'as  6,639  and  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied  during  this  period  was 
278.  1 he  number  of  cesspool  emptyings  continues  to  increase  year  by 
year. 

10.  Rats  and  Mice. 

SEWER  INFESI'A'PION. 

1 he  trcai  incut  of  sewers  for  rat  infestation  was  carried  out  by  means 
of  test  haitirg  followed  by  a maintenance  treatment  during  the  Spring 
and  a further  maintenance  treatment  in  the  Autumn. 
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The  results  of  these  treatments  were  as  follows : — 


Spring  'Freatment. 

Manholes  Baited 

Poison  Baits  taken 

Camborne  ... 

...  55 

26 

Illogan  and  Portreath 

...  16 

6 

Redruth 

...  53 

24 

124 

56 

Autumn  Treatment. 

Camborne  ... 

...  52 

20 

Illogan  and  Portreath 

...  16 

4 

Redruth 

...  44 

10 

112 

34 

Approximately  102  of  the  manholes  in  the  area  were  test  baited 
and  of  these  28  were  found  to  be  infested. 

SURFACE  INFESTATIONS. 

All  domestic  property  in  the  area  continues  to  be  treated  for  infes- 
tation of  rats  free  of  charge,  whilst  charges  are  made  for  work  at  business 
premises. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: — 


Type  of  Property 

Total 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Business 

etc. 

No.  of  premises 
inspected  as 
a result  of: — 
(a)  Notification 

3 

114 

4 

43 

164 

(b)  Survey 

3 

326 

24 

2 

355 

(c)  Primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

32 

342 

12 

1,370 

1,756 

No.  of  properties 
found  to  be 
infested  by : 
(a)  Rats 

2 

327 

8 

36 

373 

(b)  Mice 

— 

26 

— 

3 

29 

No.  of  infested 
properties 
treated  by 
Local 

_ Authority 

2 

353 

8 

39 

402 
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11.  Factories  Act,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

24 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local 
Authority 

91 

67 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

8 

14 

Total  ... 

123 

93 

1 

— 

OUTWORKERS. 

Notifications  of  39  outworkers  said  to  be  operating  within  the  area 
were  received  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  Six  of  these  outworkers 
were  known  to  have  discontinued  their  activities,  but  the  homes  of  the 
remaining  33  were  inspected  and  the  general  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  All  the  outworkers  operate  in  connection  with  wearing 
apparel. 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

institituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 

cleanliness 

8 

8 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  ... 

- 



— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  . . . 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

Sanitary 

Conveniences : 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

2 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

2 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1 

_ 

■ 

Other  offences 

against  the  act 
(not  including 
offences  re- 
lating to  out- 
work) 

4 

6 

3 

Total 

17 

19 

7 

— 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  266 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,085 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repair  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:—  ® 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  5 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 


of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Undertakings  were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  7 

(d)  Proceedings  taken  under  Sections  25  and  26  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  confirmed  by  Minister  ...  ...  ...  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  and  demolished  ...  ...  ...  4 


Four  Clearance  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  and  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  during  1956,  and 
two  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  during  the  year.  As  a result 
of  objections  by  the  owners  of  two  Clearance  Areas,  enquiries  were  held 
locally  by  the  Ministry,  who  subsequently  confirmed  both  the  Clearance 
Orders  in  connection  with  these  areas.  The  demolition  and  clearance 
of  the  site  of  one  Clearance  Area  was  completed  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  houses  dealt  with  by  Clearance  Area  procedure,  17 
houses  were  dealt  with  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Council  are  taking  active  steps  in 
order  to  augment  their  Slum  Clearance  programme.  During  the  year 
1 1 families  were  re-housed  by  the  Council  from  unfit  properties  which 
were  subject  to  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders. 


4.  Applications  for  re-housing. 

Number  of  tenancy  applications — January,  1956  ...  662 

Number  of  tenancy  applications — December,  1956  ...  611 

Number  of  Council  tenants  transferred  during  1956  ...  73 

Number  of  families  housed  during  1956  ...  ...  130 


5.  New  Housing. 

(1)  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSING. 

(a)  PROGRESS. 

During  1956  new  dwellings  were  erected  on  the  estates  at  Illogan, 
and  Weeth  Camborne,  and  the  following  were  completed: — 

(i)  Illogan  Estate. 

16  Traditional  Dwellings. 

(ii)  Weeth,  Camborne 

54  Traditional  Dwellings. 
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(b)  PRESENT  POSITION. 

At  31st  December,  1956,  the  following  numbers  of  houses  had  been 
completed  since  the  war: — 

(a)  Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  North  Close,  Redruth  ...  ...  16 

2.  I'releigh  Estate,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  95 

3.  Tresavean  Estate,  Lanner  ...  ...  ...  28 

4.  Treloweth  Road,  Pool  ...  ...  ...  28 

5.  Paynters  Lane  End,  Illogan  ...  ...  ...  38 

6.  Pengegon  Estate,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  76 

7.  Crane  Road,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  69 

8.  Illogan  Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

9.  Weeth  Estate,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  73 

(b)  Permanent  Non-Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  Prefabiicated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

2.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Pengegon  Estate  ...  68 

3.  Cornish  Unit  Shops  and  Flats  at  Pengegon  Estate  4 

4.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Treleigh  Estate  ...  130 

5.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Park  Bottom  Estate  ...  38 

6.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Illogan  Estate  ...  ...  36 

7.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Weeth,  Camborne  ...  50 

(c)  'I'emporary  Dwellings. 

1.  Prefabricated  “Arcon”  Dwellings  at  Pengegon  Estate  50 

2.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

3.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Strawberry 

Lane,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

4.  Converted  Nissen  Hut  Dwellings  at  W.A.A.F.  Site, 

Portreath  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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(c)  FUTURE  PROGRAMME. 

1.  ILLOGAN  HOUSING  ESTATE. 

I he  completion,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  10  Praditional  Houses, 
and  the  erection  oi  a turther  18  'Traditional  Houses. 

2.  WEETH  HOUSING  ESTATE,  CAMBORNE. 

1 ho  completion,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  44 'Traditional  Houses, 
and  the  erection  of  a further  16  'Traditional  Houses. 
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3.  FOUR  LANES  HOUSING  ESTATE,  REDRUTH. 

The  erection  of  18  Traditional  Houses. 

4.  REDRUTH  HOUSING  ESTATE. 

The  Erection  of  30  Traditional  Houses. 

2.  Private  Enterprise. 

During  1956  a further  30  dwellings  were  completed  by  Private 
Enterprise  making  a total  of  198  dwellings  since  the  War. 

6.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Twenty- three  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  placing 
of  individual  caravans  and  two  licences  were  issued  in  connection  with 
camping  sites  for  six  and  twelve  caravans  respectively.  Nine  camping 
sites  are  now  licensed  in  the  area. 
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SECTION  F. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Milk. 

Seventy-two  routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  throughout  the 
year  from  retailers,  and  two  of  these  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methy- 
lene Blue  Test. 

Comparative  percentages  of  samples  satisfying  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  are  as  follows: — 

Year  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

% passed  62.5  66.4  78.3  95.83  88.41  94.3  94.35  97.22 

2.  Milk  Licences. 

Milk  Licences  were  issued  as  follows: — 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  29 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  15 
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3.  Meat  Inspection. 

TABLE  I.  CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3,131 

835 

17,082 

3,986 

108,249 

Number  Inspected  ... 

2,776 

693 

16,226 

3,785 

97,573 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

3 

22 

12 

76 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

659 

227 

44 

75 

5423 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis 

23.77% 

33.19% 

0.4% 

2.3% 

5.6% 

Tuberculosis 

Only: 

Whole  carcases 

8 

10 

5 

33 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condenmed 

146 

112 

26 

3890 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.55% 

17.6% 

0.197% 

4.02% 

Cysticerus  Bovis: 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  73  tons 
10  cwts. 

132,177  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  area  for  human  consump- 
tion duringl956.  It  will  be  seen  from  Table  1 overleaf,  that  91%  of  the 
total  kill  was  inspected  by  the  meat  inspectors.  The  9%  uninspected  is 
almost  wholly  accounted  for  by  the  large  Sunday  kill  which  takes  place 
regularly  in  this  district  and  the  carcases  are  dispatched  either  on  the 
Sunday  or  very  early  on  the  Monday  morning  to  the  wholesale  markets. 
In  the  case  of  the  local  butchers  who  slaughter  on  Sundays  the  meat  is 
invariably  retained  in  the  slaughterhouse  for  inspection  on  Monday 
morning  by  the  Local  Authority’s  Inspectors.  The  Council  adhered  to 
their  previous  decision  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  ask  their  staff  to 
carry  out  regularly  the  inspection  of  meat  on  Sundays. 

MELHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

The  condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouses  is  removed  daily  by 
a firm  operating  from  Helston.  The  meat  is  treated  in  a digester  and  is 
converted  into  animal  feeding  stuffs.  This  method  of  disposal  has  been 
successfully  used  since  the  decentralisation  of  slaughtering.  In  the  case 
of  other  foods,  disposal  is  arranged  at  the  Council’s  controlled  tip.  If  a 
fairly  large  consignment  of  food  is  condemned,  it  is  removed  from  the 
food  premises  to  the  Council’s  tip  in  one  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment’s lorries.  Where  only  small  quantities  of  food  are  condemned  the 
food  is  made  unsaleable  and  deposited  in  the  retailer’s  dust  bin  to  await 
the  normal  weekly  collection  of  refuse. 

4.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Seventy-six  slaughtermen  were  licensed  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year.  I'his  is  an  increase  of  six  over  the  previous  twelve  months. 

5.  Other  Foods. 

Eighty-nine  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises  other  than 
slaughterhouses  in  connection  with  the  examination  and  condemnation 
of  food  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  food  was  condemned: — 


Canned  Meats 

...  1,199  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  ... 

150  lbs. 

Canned  Fruits 

...  1,083  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 

161  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods 

173  lbs. 

Cereals 

5 lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 

lbs. 

Meat  and  Fish 

...  1,151  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

...  4,802  lbs. 

8,724  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned: — 

3 tons.  18  cwts.  3 qrs.  161bs. 
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6.  Food  and  Drugs  Samples. 


'I'he  following  information  concerning  samples  of  food  taken  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  has  been  received  from  Mr.  H.  A.  Rundle, 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Cornwall  County  Council : — 


Article 

Sampled 

Number 

procured  Genuine  Adulterated 

Milk  

150 

143  7 

Ice  Cream 

8 

5 3 

Bottled  Cream 

1 

1 — 

Butter  ... 

2 

2 — 

Creamed  Rice 

1 

1 — 

Lard  ... 

2 

2 — 

Orange  Squash 

1 

1 — 

Sausages  Pork 

1 

1 — 

Sterilized  Cream 

1 

1 — 

Tangerine  Squash 

1 

1 — 

Whiskey 

1 

1 — 

169 

159  10 

Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples. 

Article. 

Nature  of  Irregularity. 

Action. 

Ice  Cream  (Informal). 

4.8%  deficient  fat. 

No  action.  Follow  up 
sample  genuine. 

Ice  Cream  (Informal). 

Deficient  in  fat. 

No  action.  Follow  up 
sample  genuine 

Ice  Cream  (Informal). 

Slightly  deficient  in 

fat. 

No  action. 

Milk. 

Deficient  in  fat. 

Cautioned  by  Clerk  to 
County  Council. 

Milk. 

Added  water.  Two 

Cautioned  by  Clerk  to 

Milk. 

samples. 

County  Council. 
Adulteration  traced  to 
defective  cooler. 

Added  water.  Five 

Convicted  and  fined. 

7.  Food  Premises. 

samples. 

Fines  and  costs 
amounted  to  ,^58  7 0. 

1,119  visits  were  made  to  food  premises. 
'I'he  food  premises  register  now  contains 
follow : — 

Grocers 

Butchers 

Fish  and  Chips  

Restaurants,  etc. 

Confectioners 


records  of  premises  as 

...  179 

...  40 

...  30 

...  36 

...  61 
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Food  Premises  (continued) — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  34 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  55 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  125 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  or  preserved 

foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Premises  registered  for  the  cooking  of  fish  ...  ...  30 


508  visits  were  paid  to  registered  food  premises  during  the  year. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  of  1955  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January,  1956.  The  Regulations  strengthened  the  hands  of  Local 
Authorities  in  dealing  with  food  premises,  such  items  as  smoking  in  a 
room  in  which  open  food  is  prepared  and  sold  for  human  consumption 
are  now  definite  contraventions. 

As  soon  as  the  regulations  became  available  a letter  was  sent  to  each 
person  in  control  of  every  food  handling  business  in  the  area,  explaining 
the  general  outline  of  the  new  legislation  and  recommending  that  each 
establishment  should  obtain  a copy  of  the  Regulations  for  reference 
purposes. 

Following  this  letter  an  attempt  was  made  to  visit  every  food  shop 
and  advise  on  alterations  and  improvements  which  had  become  necessary 
as  a result  of  the  new  legislation.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  in  the  main 
the  proprietors  of  food  premises  co-operated  fully  with  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  their  attempt  to  secure  observance  of  the  Regulations. 

197  Notices  were  served  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and 
the  following  works  were  carried  out  as  a result  of  the  notices: — 


Provision  of  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  66 

Provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Provision  of  a cold  water  supply  ...  ...  48 

Provision  of  a hot  water  supply  ...  ...  99 

Structural  alterations  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Provision  of  separate  clothing  cupboards  ...  8 

Provision  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  ...  4 
Miscellaneous  items  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 


In  addition  to  the  above  improvements,  notices  were  served  in 
connection  with  lack  of  cleanliness  at  forty  premises.  In  each  case  the 
premises  were  brought  to  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  without 
delay. 
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Over  1,100  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  521  in  1955.  This  is  a great  improvement  and  in  fact  is 
the  greatest  number  of  visits  which  have  ever  been  made  to  food  premises 
in  this  area  during  any  one  year,  but  I am  not  entirely  satisfied,  as  there 
are  some  400  food  premises  in  the  district,  and  each  should  be  visited  at 
least  four  times  every  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  above  that  55  licensed  premises  have 
been  recorded  and  added  to  the  register  of  food  premises.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  these  premises  have  been  fully  inspected.  Members  of  the 
Council  may  be  suprised  that  such  premises  are  included  under  the 
general  heading  of  Food  Premises.  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
Food  is  defined  as  including  drink  other  than  water,  hence  any  premises 
from  which  drink  other  than  water  is  sold  are  food  premises. 

8.  Ice  Cream. 

Five  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice 
cream  during  1956.  This  brings  the  total  of  such  premises  now  registered 
in  this  area  to  125,  of  which  less  than  six  sell  ice  cream  made  at  their  own 
premises. 

Thirty-six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  upon 
the  results  of  Methylene  Blue  Tests  were  graded  as  follow: — 


Provisional  Grade  I 
Provisional  Grade  II 
Provisional  Grade  III 
Provisional  Grade  IV 


27 

7 

2 


Ten  of  these  samples  were  taken  from  ice  cream  produced  in  the 

area. 

9.  Shops  Act. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  a serious  effort  was  made  to  carry 
out  routine  inspections  under  the  Shops  Act.  One  of  the  difficulties  in 
this  area  is  that  although  Thursday  is  generally  accepted  as  the  early 
closing  day  for  shops  this  has  never  been  made  the  official  day  for  early 
closing.  Hence  shops  can  close  for  the  half  day  on  any  day  they  choose 
providing  the  same  day  is  used  each  week.  Thus,  a shop-keeper  who 
keeps  his  premises  open  on  a I’hursday  afternoon  is  not  necessarily 
committing  an  offence. 

176  visits  were  paid  to  shops  during  the  twelve  months  under 
review.  As  a result  of  these  visits  notices  were  served  on  39  shop-keepers 
concerning  the  hours  of  closing.  In  all  cases  the  proprietors  complied 
with  the  law  as  soon  as  this  was  explained  to  them.  Seats  for  female  shop 
assistants  were  provided  in  two  instances,  and  12  notices  were  displayed 
as  required  by  the  Shops  Act. 
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